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in refpedfc to one of them. Thofe, which I have 
opened, are phnofopMcdtra^thefut^ of which 
are known to me ; but I am not at liberty to be 
more explicit. When they are published, they fhall 
be immediately conveyed to you. The firft papyri, 
of which I formerly acquainted you, were in a fe* 
parateroom, adjoining to the before-mentioned pa- 
iace« 
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CIII. ExtraB of a Letter from Sir James 
Gray, Bart, his Majefys Envoy to the 
King of Naples, to the Right Honourable 
Sir Thomas Robinfon, Knight of the 
Bath, one of his Majefiys Secretaries of 
State, relating to the fame Difcoveries at 
Herculaneunu 

Naples, O&ober 29, 1754. 

Read Dec. it, QlEveral curious and valuable things 
,7S4# l3 are daily found in the mine of an- 
tiquities at PorticL They have lately met with more 
rolls of Papyri of different lengths and fizes, fome 
with the Umbilicus remaining in them ; the greater 
part are Greek in fmall capitals. The Canonico 
Mazocchi, who is much efteemed for his learning 
and knowlege of antiquity, is employed in copying 
and explaining five intire columns, that have been 
lately unrolled off one of the Papyri, which gives 
fome hopes of farther difcoveries. This manufcript 
treats of mufic and poetry. The Epicurean phi- 

5 M lofophy 
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lofcf>hy h the ft*bje& of another fragment, a foaaU 
buft of Bpstter us, with Ms name in Gtetk tfoaaQtocs, 
was found in the &me room, ind was poffibfy the 
ornament of that part ^of the liferary, ^rhere the 
writings in favour of his principles woe Ifecpt; ami 
it may alfo be feppofed, that fomc ofcher head* of 
philofop&ers, found in the feme room* 
with the fame tafte and propriety. 

Laft week were found two fine bronze heads, of 
excellent workinanflrip, erne of Seneca, and another 
of a captive king. The king Spares no expence in 
Recovering and prefertiftg thefe valuable remains. In 
order to fafcfefy the Cunofity of th6 public, he has 
ordered a c^alogtfe to be printed, with feme de%ns 
of the principal #atues and paintings, which will be 
ptiblifhed foon. A rtioire exa£3b account of thefe dis- 
coveries wffi feme time or other be grven by Mon- 
ror Baia*di, vdio, in three large quarto votaines 
adv printed* has not finilhed his introdu<ftion* 




CIV. An Account of fame Trials tt keep 
VPaUr and Fijh fesoett* nmth Urne-water. 
By Stephen Hales, D. D. F. & S. 

Read Dec. 19, T^XR. Alfton, of Edmbingh r kavin; 
* 754# jLj) found, that the fmall proportion oi 
a pound of flackM4ime in a hogshead of water, 
ftirring it, effe&irally prdfcrvcd the water fweet* not 
only in a glafs or earthen veflels, but alfo in a new 
oaken veffel, 




